
8th October 
Greg Fulljames 

retirement dinner 

9th October 
Students return to 

school 

10th October 
Year 7 HPV and 

Hep B Immunisation 

11-12th October 
Trial School Cert 

14-15th October 
Cootamundra Show 

17th October 
SC commences 

22nd October 
P & C Meeting 

22-23rd October 
Shooting Group to 

Leeton Rifle Range 

24-28th October 
Year 10 Exams 

25th October 
Year 9 Save-a-Mate 

Workshop 

28th October 
White Card Course 

28-29th October 
Albury Show 

31st October-4th 

November 
Years 7-9 Exams 

7-9th November 
School Certificate 

Examinations 

10th November 
Desi Weekend -  

Students travel home 

10-13th November 
Fishing Club to 

Tuross Heads 

13th November 
Desi Weekend - 

Students return to 

school 
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UPCOMING  

EVENTS 

 

 

 

Year 11 student Celina 

Delaney with Director of 

Child Wellbeing Unit ï 

Anna Morris in Sydney 

recently 

Erin Goldsworthy ï National 

Winner of the Beef Cattle 

Junior Judging Competition at 

Royal Adelaide Show 



PRINCIPALôS REPORT 

Term 3 at YAHS has remained very busy and the 

school and its students have had great success in a 

very diverse and large range of activities.  It is truly 

amazing the breadth of opportunity available to our 

students in this school. This newsletter is only a 

snap shoot of the many and varied activities that 

students take part in. I hope you enjoy the read. 

With the term at its end we farewell our Year 12 

students with their Graduation and wish them all the 

best for their forthcoming HSC exams and future 

endeavours in life. I have enjoyed working with 

these students and look forward to their results a 

little later in the year. Continue to work hard and 

ensure that you reach your potential ï each of you 

has the capability of being successful in whatever 

you choose. Best wishes to all year 12 and thank 

you to your families for entrusting your learning 

into this school and for supporting your children 

and the school in maximising their learning. 

Early next term sees the retirement of one of the 

real icons of Yanco after 29 years of nurturing and 

leading students in a very positive and caring 

manner. He will be sorely missed by all and his 

contribution to this school over so many years is 

almost impossible to put into words but it is 

enormous to say the least. Whether it be teaching, 

welfare, sheep livestock, scouts, recreational 

activities or the school orchard, Mr Greg Fulljames 

will be very difficult to replace. He is quiet and 

unassuming and gets on with the job with little fuss 

or bother, seldom do you see him ruffled or upset. 

A Retirement Dinner will be held on Saturday 8th 

October at the School Dining Hall where many 

stories will be told and we will wish him a happy 

retirement in Tasmania.  Considering that he could 

have retired earlier in the year but elected to stay on 

to teach his Year 12 class to the HSC and take the 

sheep show team to Cootamundra Show on October 

15 is testimony to how he always puts others before 

himself. Well done Fully and we will miss you 

greatly. Enjoy Tasmania; I am sure Year 9 will call 

in during week 6 on their excursion and say hello. 

Since our last news highlights in the school have 

included 

1. Erin Goldsworthy ï Winner of the National 

Final of Beef Cattle Junior Judging at Royal 

Adelaide Show. This is an outstanding result 

when you consider this competition is open to 

all between 15 and 25 years. Erin was 

competing against established stud breeders 

from all states of Australia and New Zealand. 

She has been given great support from her 

family, friends and the school to reach such a 

pinnacle. Congratulations on a wonderful result. 

2. Celina Delaney ï selected as one of only 20 

students from throughout the State who were 

given the opportunity to shadow senior 

members of the Department of Education and 

Communities. Celina worked with Anna Morris, 

Director of the Child Wellbeing Unit. Celinaôs 

article is enclosed for you to read about her 

experiences. 

3. Sophie Eaton ï successful in making the final of 

the 100 and 200 sprints at the CHS State 

Athletics Carnival being placed second in the 

100 metres. Just outstanding and best wishes for 

the All Schools Carnival in October. 

4. Schoolôs Drum Corp with support of Greg Roe, 
Elyse North and Bruce Hammond have had a 

very busy time and performed superbly at four 

major events in recent times ï KROP Festival in 

Griffith, State Deputy Principalôs Conference in 

Albury, Leeton Eisteddfod and the Condobolin 

Tattoo. The positive response has been very 

strong - all involved should be very proud of 

their achievements. Since the Condobolin tattoo 

last weekend the number of congratulatory 

emails received has been overwhelming. An 

email received todayé.ò I enjoyed the Yanco 

Drum Corp at last Saturdayôs Condobolin 

Tattoo. They are excellent ambassadors for the 

school, in particular, and youth in general. Iôd 

like to congratulate them and their coach/music 

director for their very professional performance. 

Their light display was a highlight of the 

eveningò 

5. Amelia Keenan ï represented NSW in the 

National Snow Skiing Titles (see article in this 

news) 

6. Keiley OôBrien ï selected in the Riverina 

debating team. Keily has also had great success 

in Public Speaking at the Leeton Eisteddfod. 

7. Jack Johnstone ï selected in the Riverina Tennis 

team at number 7. When you consider he is only 



 

 

14 in a team of 16 and under this is a great 

achievement ï he is the youngest in the team. 

They will play the State Inter-Regional 

Championships in Grafton in late October. 

8. Luke Lucas ï selected in the Southern Inland 

under 16ôs Rugby Union representative team 

which travelled to Tasmania and played in early 

September. 

9. Emma Carmichael ï selected in the Schoolôs 

Core Choir for Schoolôs Spectacular in 

November. Emma also recently performed at 

the Opera House. 

10. Vanessa Patey ï continued success in her 

instrumental work performing with her Clarinet. 

11. Arnah Garwood ï placed overall 2nd in the 

under 14ôs Premier Aggregate (Highland 

Dancing) at Wagga Eisteddfod. 

12. Ellen Shepherd and Pia Conradsen ï success in 

Leeton Eisteddfod. 

13. Emily Pike ï her talent unearthed at our school 

performance night - she has been competing in 

various talent quests and at the Merriwagga 

Spring Festival she was placed first in the Open 

section, singing ñBefore he cheatsò by Carrie 

Underwood. 

14. Laura Gaffey ï qualified to compete at the 

National Rodeo Championships in Queensland 

in team events with her family. 

15. Sally Smyth - Royal Adelaide Show Junior 

Judging - 1st place in state competitions for 

Merino Fleece, Meat Sheep and Merino Ram 

sections and second place in Prime SAMM 

Sheep Judging. 

16. Hannah Powe - at Dubbo All Breeds Junior 

Heifer Show - Grand Champion Herdsperson, 

Grand Champion Parader and 

Grand Champion Heifer with her 

own Red Angus heifer and runner 

up in the Heifer Jackpot after 

initially tying for first place. 

Our show livestock teams have been 

travelling to many shows with great 

success. The equine, sheep, poultry 

and beef teams have been hauling in 

many ribbons and almost every 

weekend one of more of the teams is 

competing. Many thanks goes to the staff involved 

in these activities ï Greg Fulljames and Lisa 

OôBrien with sheep; Paul Bandy, Simone Wilson 

and Dan Stewart with equine; Dave McCarron with 

poultry and Kim Weller and Natalie Weeks with 

beef cattle. Without their considerable efforts these 

opportunities would not be available for our 

students. 

To support the Equine team a more acceptable 

transport vehicle has been purchased to travel to 

various events. All involved have indicated this is a 

great investment and our team is enhanced with the 

purchase. 

This week has seen the announcement of the 

Prefects for 2012. These students will commence 

their duties immediately. Later in the year at the 

Prefect camp these students will be put through 

their paces and the Captains and Vice-Captains will 

be elected. From a field of almost 30 students the 

10 selected students will need to work very hard to 

emulate the success of the outgoing group. All 

students spoke well and should be congratulated for 

putting themselves forward. 



 

 

 

 

 

Prefects Elect are - 

Girls - Clare Bolam, Celina Delaney, 

Amy Dunn, Gabrielle Menzies, Ashleigh 

Rayment 

Boys - Scott Gill, Isaac Mannion, Chris 

OôHara, Ryan Robinson, Mtichell 

Stubberfield 

I look forward to working with them 

over the next 12 months. 

Our Welfare Team have been working to 

ensure as many students as possible are 

moving up the levels system. Recently many 

students were recognised for their events this year 

to date. The following awards were presented. 

Platinum ï Katie Beal, Stephanie Clark, Ellen 

Dunger, Luke Olsson, Hannah Powe, Rhiana 

Turner, Christopher Young, Simon Barby 

Gold ï Toni-Lee Butters, Cassandra Hedwards, 

Sarah Owen, Rebecca White, Grace Cornish, 

William Armstrong, Courtney Cheers, Pia 

Conradsen, Sabrina Finch, Emma Freeman, Laura 

Gaffey, Erin Goldsworthy, James Turner, April 

Worland, Adam Saul 

Silver - Nicholas Brett, Brittany Fair, Kieran Hume, 

Michael King, Erin McIntyre, Kelsea Romanelli, 

George Calman, Sophie Eaton 

Congratulations to all these students. Many other 

students should apply and ensure they receive their 

awards prior to the end of the year. Remember you 

must apply to the Committee and state your case for 

these levels. 

Recently the school had a visit 

from the students of Gralee 

Special School from Leeton. The 

students from Gralee were 

offered a reward for their efforts 

during the term to come to 

YAHS and be able to pat some 

animals. Organised by Bruce 

Hammond and the staff of 

Gralee, and the support of our 

farm staff and years 9 and 10 

students a number of animals 

were provided for patting ï a 

horse, calves, piglets, 

chickens and sheep were all 

assembled in the Livestock 

Centre and a great time was 

had by all. After some time 

with the animals the Gralee 

students had lunch on the 

lawns. 

Congratulations to 

all involved in the 

Annual Art Show ï 

special thanks goes 

to Lauren Gregor 

and Bronwyn 

Heath for their hard 

work ï a great 

display of 

professional and junior works. Many thanks to 

those who took the time to attend and support this 

function. If you were unable to attend you missed a 

great show. 

This year the 

best exhibit 

was a sculpture 

and once we 

obtain the 

covering to 

protect it you 

will see it on 

display in the 

foyer. 



At the moment interviews for new students in 2012 

are taking place and are near the end. We have far 

more applications than we can take so I request 

parental support. If for some reason you have 

decided to withdraw your child in 2012 could you 

please let us know as soon as possible. Your 

consideration in this matter would be appreciated. 

We expect our Year 7 intake in 2012 to be about 45 

with the number of boys and girls almost equal. 

The process for Year 7 2013 is also underway and if 

this is your aim then you need to contact selective 

schools and register. Their website is 

www.schools.nsw.edu.au/shsplacement or phone 

them on 02 97076262. Registration closes late in 

October and the test will be held in March next 

year. 

Late this term I have been very disappointed in 

the number of parents wishing to withdraw their 

children to take part in other activities which 

include work. Please be aware school time is 

school time and all students are expected to be at 

school learning to the best of their ability. I have 

refused to give leave to a number of students and 

will continue to do so if I believe the reasons are 

inappropriate. It is also not fair if students 

return home for a few days without leave being 

granted. All such requests need to be directed to 

the Principal only. If you are unsure about 

requests made to you from your children please 

donôt hesitate to contact the school to clarify any 

potential misunderstandings. 

Again another term comes to a close. Enjoy the 

time with your family together and have a happy 

and safe break. We look forward to doing it all 

again once the final term arrives on 10th October. 

 

 

FROM THE DEPUTYôS DESK 

Year 12 have only a short time remaining before 

their HSC exams.  For some students, their Trial 

HSC results have been a wake-up call to ensure that 

they use the remaining time leading up to their HSC 

examinations in a beneficial way.  The school will 

continue to provide as much support as possible 

during the period prior to and during their 

examinations and I would ask parents to support us 

in our efforts to encourage students to perform to 

the best of their ability.  Students who will be 

travelling to and from YAHS in their own vehicle 

during the examination period must complete a 

ñPrivate Vehicle Consent Formò and return it to Mr 

Benjamin before 24th September.  Failure to do so 

will result in the refusal to have a vehicle on site 

during the examination period.  Stringent conditions 

will be in place covering the access to and 

movement of vehicles and students who fail to 

follow these conditions will be asked to remove the 

vehicle from the school grounds immediately. 

A number of Year 11 students have spoken to me 

regarding discontinuing a subject for their HSC 

year.  Experience has shown that the great majority 

of students do not improve their results in the five 

remaining subjects and many actually perform 

worse at the HSC.  Parents of students who require 

an ATAR to enter a university course should be 

aware that this is calculated on the studentôs BEST 

TEN UNITS.  If a student is only presenting 10 

units for the HSC all units must be counted for the 

ATAR ï a poor result in any subject would have a 

serious impact on the ATAR achieved.  If 12 units 

are presented, the student has a 2 unit buffer in the 

event of a poor result in one subject.  I encourage 

parents to discuss this with their students and I 

strongly advise students to maintain 12 units in their 

HSC year. 

Year 10 will complete their Trial School Certificate 

examinations on 11th,
 
12th and 13th October (Week 

1 Term 4) with yearly examinations for other 

subjects scheduled for Week 3 Term 4.  The School 

Certificate examinations will be held on 7th, 8th
 
and 

9th November ï students must be present on these 

days to complete these examinations (failure to sit 

for any of the School Certificate examinations will 

mean that the student will NOT receive a School 

Certificate).  Please encourage your student to work 

towards achieving the best result of which they are 

capable. 

 

 

COMMENDATION ASSEMBLY RECIPIENTS 

- 19TH SEPTEMBER, 2011 

Year 7 - Olivia Alexander, Grace Armour, Amber 

Arthur, Ryan Burgess, Kirsty Clark, Darcy 

Cromack, Zoe Cumming, Toby Daniel, Sophie 

Eaton, Gavin Evans, Ryan Forbes, Matt Guttler, 

Liam James, Deanna Johnston, Toni Maher, 

Brittany Manwaring, Kaitlyn McKay, Sally McNiff, 

http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/shsplacement


 

 

 

Courtney Menzies, Mitchell Mijok, Shayla 

Mulholland, Chelsea Pratt, Nathan Twigg 

Year 8 - Karlee Barwick, Emily Belling, Skye 

Bensley, Hayley Fairfull, Zach Fitzgerald, Arnah 

Garwood, Luke Horrobin, Isla Hughes, Damian 

Johnston, Heidi Johnston, Jack Johnstone, Joshua 

Leonard, James Littlehales, Lachlan Manwaring, 

Nathan Morris, Georgina Murdoch, Jack Pippin, 

Meg Potter, Elly-May Pratt, Aidan Raeck, Mitchell 

Ryan, Thomas Smyth, Lillian Tomlinson 

Year 9 - Grace Alexander, Emily Barwick, Harley 

Bruce, Steven Butler, Amellia Butt, George 

Calman, Harry Carey, Jacquiline Ervin, Zoe Howe, 

Joshua Hughes, Demi King, Luke Lucas, Brody 

MacDonald, Dustin Manwaring, Justin Mitchell, 

Meg Potter, James Rapley, Tori Romanelli, Samuel 

Ryan, Kiera Sanderson, Jessica Scaysbrook, Lilly 

Serafin, Ellen Shepherd, Ellen Stevens, Andrew 

Thorn, Jack Webster, Mitchell White, Brittany 

Whiteley, Chelsea Whytcross 

Year 10 - William Armstrong, Harriet Condon, 

Grace Cornish, Tavia Dalton, Trevor Dowton, John 

Duryea, Jack Fisher, Laura Gaffey, Thomas 

Gilvarry, Hannah Gorman, Carrie Hammet, Rowan 

Horne, April Harvey, Melanie Jenkins, James 

Leane, Robert Leane, Denise Littlehales, Harriet 

Lugsdin, Maddie Mannes, Inez Mara, Caitlin 

McAuliffe, Jesse McDonald, Alexander McMaster, 

Aaron Nevinson, Keiley OôBrien, Vanessa Patey, 

Emily Pike, Meg Pilley, Kristen Polimeni, Cherie 

Potter, Rachel Skinner, Murray Smith, Sally Smyth, 

Mikayla Symonds, Kristi-Lee Taylor, James 

Turner, April Worland 

Year 11 - Kellie Armour, Clare Bolam, Mia Chen, 

Tarryn Connor, Hayley Crain, Celina Delaney, Kate 

Doherty, Annette Fitzgerald, Talosaga Lelea, Isaac 

Mannion, Brendon McCallum, Christopher OôHara, 

Sophie Payne, Anna Pettit, Dakoda Pippen, Lauren 

Read, Sarah Ride, Teresa Sutton, Ellen Toohill, 

Lachlan Ward, Sarah Wellsmore 

Year 12 - Simon Barby, Katie Beal, Eden Bradford, 

Nicholas Brett, Ellen Dunger, Brittany Fair, Jack 

Glyde, Albert Gorman, Hayden Gorman, Alexandra 

Grant, Michael Hyde, Cherice Johnston, Michael 

King, Beverley Littlehales, Georgina Lomas, 

Kathryn OôHara, Luke Olsson, Sarah Owen, Tegan 

Paull, Hannah Powe, Jessica Riley, Kelsea 

Romanelli, Kristy White 

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY MAJ OR 

DESIGN PROJECTS 2011 

2011 was a relatively small HSC class in Industrial 

Technology, however they didnôt disappoint. We 

had four students complete Timber and Furnishing 

projects and one student for Industrial Technology 

Metal and Engineering. 

Nicholas Brett  - 

Timber and 

Furnishing 

Nicholas designed 

and built a custom 

made three drawer 

timber filing cabinet. 

It was a well crafted 

functional piece of 

furniture with 

dovetailed drawers 

and an old style 

finish.  

Thomas Clark- Timber and Furnishing 

Thomas designed and built a custom made 

entertainment unit using Black wood timber, an 

Australian hardwood with a decorative golden 

grain. Some of the timber was rough sawn which 

Thomas had to 

dress back before 

it could be used. 

Thomasô enter-

tainment unit 

was a small, 

simple yet well 

crafted unit with 

two dovetailed 

drawers and 

finished to show-

room quality. 

Michael King- 

Timber and 

Furnishing 

Michael designed 

and built a custom 

made entertain-

ment unit using 

Tasmanian Oak. 

This was a larger 

unit with a dove-



 

 

tailed drawer and two framed glass doors. Michael 

put a great deal of care and attention to detail into 

this project and it has been finished to a showroom 

standard. 

Mark Pettit - Timber and Furnishing 

Mark designed and built a custom made three piece 

modular computer/office desk .Mark used veneered 

MDF which was an appropriate material for this 

type of project considering the large surfaces 

involved. As a modular unit it can be pulled apart 

making it easier to move. There were many 

different components to this project including four 

dovetailed drawers and two doors. It is a functional 

well finished project. 

 Kieran Hume- Metal and Engineering 

Kieran designed and built a custom made arena rake 

for breaking up and levelling out the sand in sand 

arenas. His design was light weight, strong and easy 

to adjust to the required depth or angle, via his 

clever use of modified jockey wheels. It was a well 

crafted project which worked exceptionally well. 

DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR A DAY 

PROGRAM  

When I was recently selected to be apart of the 

twenty students that were going to participate in the 

óDirector General For A Dayô program, I was 

ecstatic!  I knew that it would be an amazing 

opportunity for me to observe different leadership 

styles, get a view of different career options that I 

might be able to undertake in the future and meet a 

range of very motivational and inspiring people. 

On 3rd August, 2011 I worked with the Director for 

the Child Well-being Unit, Anna Morris.  On this 

day I was able to see a very diverse scope of Annaôs 

work life.  In the morning I was given the 

opportunity to be involved in the finalisation of a 

óprotecting and supporting children and young 

peopleô presentation, aimed at child-care 

supervisors so that they are able to recognise the 

signs of the mistreatment of a young person.  This 

presentation was a very sensitive and emotional 

experience for me individually. 

Later that day, the óeducation week celebration 

lunchô was held for the Child Well-being Unit, that 

I in fact hosted on behalf of the Director, Anna.   I 

spoke about what education week was and the 

theme for this year ñcreating the futureò and how I 

personally believe that if a student has a positive 

start in life, they have a much greater chance of 

having a brighter future. 

In the afternoon, Anna and I attended a óchild 

protection steering committeeô meeting which 

several other DGFAD students were also attending 

with their Directors.   The program was alternated 

so that we as students were able to be actively 

involved and as a group we all spoke about school 

pride, the punishments given to students, arising 

issues in schools and we were questioned about 

what we personally thought public schools had to 

offer that private schools lacked. 

It was interesting for me being able to directly see 

the interrelationships between the schools and this 

unit as the Assessment Officers worked before my 

eyes, communicating with principals from all over 

the state about issues they had and providing 

support to help them respond to child well-being 

concerns. 


