
2012 

30th January 
Year 12 Study Skills 

Day 

10th February 
Twilight Swimming 

Carnival 

11th February 
Henty Show (Cattle 

and Equing) 

11-12th February 
Shooting Group at 

Leeton 

14-15th February 
Year 7 at Lake 

Talbot 

18th February 
Gundagai Show 

(Sheep and Equine) 

19th February 
Fishing Club at 

Narrandera Fisheries 

20th February 
Zone Swimming 

Carnival at Leeton 

21st February 
RYDA Program 

(Year 11) 

24-26th February 
Canberra Show 

(Sheep and Cattle) 

28-29th February 
Year 12 Advanced 

English Excursion 
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SCHOOL BLUES RECIPIENTS 

Left to right 

Kieran Hume - acknowledging his outstanding 

performances in Equestrian sport.  Kieran was a 

member of the NSW Senior Eventing Team at the 

National Pony Club Championships held in October 

at Werribee, Victoria; won the 17 to 25 years 

division at the NSW State One Day Event 

Championships; and has achieved outstanding 

performances at Interschool Competitions. 

Emma Carmichael - acknowledging her musical 

talent.  Emma performs regularly with the Riverina 

Conservatorium Senior Choir; is a member of the 

Riverina Regional Choir with whom she sang in the 

Voices in Performance Secondary Choral Concert; 

is a member of the State Choir; and has represented 

YAHS in the Schools Spectacular Core Choir.   

Emelia Keenan - acknowledging her Snow 

Sporting excellence.  Emelia competed at the State 

Inter-School Snowsports Championships  in 2010 

(Snowboard Cross event) and 2011 (Snowboarding 

Giant Slalom); and represented the ACT Southern 

NSW Region at the National Inter-School 

Snowsports Championships. 

John Duryea - acknowledging his performances in 

Clay Target Shooting.  John has competed, with 

distinction, at the NSW State Carnival; Victorian 

State Carnival; Commonwealth Carnival; and the 

2010 Oceania Games. 

Vanessa Patey - acknowledging her musical talent.  

Vanessa plays clarinet and piano and has been 

involved  in  the  Riverina  Band Camp; the West of 

     the Divide Touring Band; the NSW State Wind 

Band; and a substitute for the Schools 

Spectacular Orchestra. 

Erin Goldsworthy - acknowledging her 

dedication to the school's showstock teams.  Erin 

won the 2011 NSW Beef Cattle Junior Judging 

and then became the youngest winner of the 15 

to 25 year old section of the National Final. 

Beverley Littlehales - acknowledging her 

academic success.  Beverley has been awarded 

First Place in her year group since Year 8; the 

Principal's Award for Academic Excellence; and 

numerous awards at Speech Day.  She has 

participated in the Premier's Debating Challenge; 

SRC; and State English and Mathematics 

competitions. 

Absent from Photograph 

Sally Smyth - acknowledging 

her commitment in a range of 

showstock programs.  Sally has 

become an accomplished meat 

and wool sheep judge 

culminating with her winning 

the 2011 South Australian State 

finals in Merino Fleece, Meat 

Sheep and Merino Ram judging 

as well as being placed second in the Prime SAMM 

sheep judging. 

Sophie Eaton - acknowledging 

her achievements in athletics.  

At the school's annual Athletics 

Carnival Sophie won the 100m, 

200m, 400m, 800m, long jump 

and was age champion.  At the 

MIA District Carnival she was 

age champion and won the 

100m, 200m, 400m, 800m and 

long jump; Riverina Regional Carnival Sophie won 

the 100m, 200m and long jump; NSW Combined 

High Schools Carnival she was placed second in the 

100m final and gained a place in the final of the 

200m and long jump.  She then competed in the 

NSW All Schools team and placed fourth in the 

final. 



 

2011 ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE  

Left to right 

First place  Year 7  - Deanna Johnston 

       Year 8   - Meg Potter 

       Year 9   - Chelsea Whytcross 

       Year 10 - Denise Littlehales 

       Year 11 - Clare Bolam 

Dux of the School    - Beverley Littlehales 

 

 

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT TO SPEECH DAY 

2011 

Today is a most special day, perhaps the most 

important of the year when we gather to celebrate 

the achievements of our school and its students in 

2011.  

It is with great pride and enjoyment that I speak to 

you as Principal of Yanco Agricultural High 

School. Yanco remains a most unique school and it 

gives me a great deal of pleasure to comment on our 

progress in what has been a wonderful year. I would 

like to sincerely thank each of you for joining us in 

our celebration today. 

The year commenced with the knowledge that the 

results obtained in both the Higher School 

Certificate and School Certificate in late 2010 were 

on the improve.  Congratulations to Alastair Hilli, 

Duncan McMaster (Year 12) and Clare Bolam 

(Year 10) for outstanding results. They were just 

three of many students who performed very well. 

You will see in the foyer the establishment of the 

ñWall of High Achieversò where students who  

performed well in 2010 have their performances on 

display. This will continue in 2012. 

    This week the final School Certificate Exam 

results have been posted and we are again 

delighted with the results. This year 29 students 

have scored 90 or better in the six exams 

compared to 12 in 2010. Our top student scored 

four band 6ôs which again is an improvement. 

The most important statistic is that a big 

percentage of our students have scored in bands 

5 or 6, that is 80 marks or better. In English it is 

42%, Science 44%, History 46% and Computing 

Skills 62%. In Maths it was 23% and 

Geography19%. These are wonderful results and 

I congratulate the students and staff for an 

outstanding result.  This cohort is the first who 

have had access to the ómiddle schoolô and there 

is no doubt that this wonderful initiative has set 

these students up for success. We do not receive our 

HSC results until next Wednesday but we are also 

hopeful of a great result. To date we are aware that 

about 80% of the Year 12 students who applied for 

early entry at CSU, UNE or Canberra have received 

an offer and it was great to see the relief on some 

faces when I discussed this with students in the last 

couple of weeks. 

In 2011 the school commenced with 354 students 

with a student from the Northern Territory adding 

to our student body. Yanco remains a selective 

school but our priority will always remain with the 

children of isolated communities, mainly from 

NSW. Many of these students have little access to 

mainstream schooling, as we know it, and even the 

opportunity to play team sports on a regular basis is 

not possible for these children. Yanco Agricultural 

High School is a very unique school and is one of 

the largest boarding schools in Australia being the 

only State fully residential, coeducational high 

school in the country. But we must always 

remember, in the big scheme of things, we are only 

a small high school and sometimes this can provide 

challenges. 

At the beginning of 2011 the school appointed a 

small number of new staff ï Miss Amy Dolstra (HT 

English/History), and Mrs Robyn Heath, who was 

the relieving Counsellor while Mrs Kate Alexander 

was on extended leave. Mrs Alexander returned to 

the school in Term 3. During the year Mr Robbie 

Gifford was added to the Maths staff, Mr Tony 

Daley returned to us and Mr Paul Bandy was 



appointed as the Stables Manager. These staff have 

been welcome additions to the Yanco family. 

The NAPLAN results for our students continue to 

be of a high standard with the highlights in Year 9 

being the reading and numeracy but we still have 

work to do in the area of writing. We are presently 

looking at initiatives to address this issue in 2012. 

The continued growth of our students from Year 7 

to Year 9 is most pleasing. Due to the very large 

number of primary schools our Year 7 are sourced 

from the NAPLAN results are used largely for the 

diagnostic purposes they were originally designed. 

There is no doubt the Middle School and Maitland 

programs have been most effective and continue to 

advance our students. Three of our more gifted Year 

8 students have been advanced and are completing 

Year 9 Science this year. This is proving very 

beneficial and I look forward to more initiatives 

being incorporated to challenge our more able 

students in 2012.  

This school continues to provide enormous 

opportunities for students and the range of activities 

is forever expanding. The Drum Corp remains a 

special aspect of the school and together with the 

choir has performed at many venues during the 

year. The feedback is most positive and to the 

students and staff involved thank you for your 

efforts, they are greatly appreciated. The Drum 

Corp performed at KROP in Griffith, at the 

Opening of Education week, also in Griffith, the 

Deputy Principalôs State Conference at Albury and 

the Condobolin Tattoo. With the Performance Night 

many of our students have had the opportunity to 

explore this performance interest and I am excited 

to see this area expanding in the school. Vanessa 

Patey, Emma Carmichael together with new find 

Emily Pike have had great success in this area and 

we congratulate them on their efforts. A special 

thanks to Miss North for her leadership and tuition, 

and to the other staff involved in supporting her, 

particularly Greg Roe and Bruce Hammond. These 

areas will continue to be fully explored and I would 

encourage as many parents as possible to attend the 

Performance Night in 2012.  

Sport remains the most popular activity outside the 

classroom for our student body and we continue to 

excel in many areas. Our first grade Rugby League 

team was again Riverina University Shield and 

Sheldrick Shield Champions; the girlôs league-tag 

team were outplayed in the final but showed great 

improvement on previous years. There were also 

wins in Netball and Cricket and many other sports. 

The extracurricular sport is huge and there are very 

large numbers of students competing in many 

competitions in both Leeton and Griffith. I would 

like to encourage our students to keep participating, 

not only is this good for you health wise; it 

strengthens the bonds and camaraderie between the 

students.  Many thanks to staff involved in coaching 

and supervising these teams. Particular thanks to 

Warren Weir and Erin Bandy, who left us midyear, 

for providing many of these opportunities. There 

are many students involved in umpiring and 

coaching younger students and this is a most 

commendable endeavour. A large number of 

students have made zone and regional teams and 

competed with success in Sydney at State 

Championships following highly successful 

swimming, athletics and cross country carnivals. 

Highlights include Luke Olsson (Rugby League), 

Sophie Eaton (athletics), Emelia Keenan 

(Snowboarding), Melanie Guttler (Swimming and 

Athletics) and Jack Johnstone (Tennis).The gate run 

was again highly successful. 

I have greatly enjoyed working with the School 

Captains ï Katie, Hannah, Luke and Albert and the 

Prefect group. They have set the bar high for future 

Year 12 cohorts. I would like to congratulate all the 

Year 12 students for their fundraising efforts during 

the year, raising considerable funds for Friends of 

Luro ($2000) and Careflight ($1500). When you 

consider most of these funds are raised from within, 

this is a wonderful result. I wish Year 12 all the best 

in their future endeavours and look forward to 

following their successes and progress. The newly 

elected student leadership group have hit the ground 

running and are already proving they are excited 

about the task ahead and I look forward to working 

closely with them in 2012. 

Year 11 students Clare Bolam (Girls Leadership) 

and Celina Delaney (Director-General for the Day) 

were selected to have tremendous opportunities in 

Sydney to learn from the best and they have been 

wonderful ambassadors for the school. The 

Debating teams also have had great success with 

our Year 9/10 team having outstanding results. 

Keiley OôBrien was selected in the Riverina team 

and this week competed in the State Inter Regional 



Championships in Sydney where they had excellent 

wins over North Sydney and Sydney regions.  

The Fishing Club is organised by members of our 

maintenance crew, including Alan, Peter and Roy, 

and has over 30 students, 20 parents and others 

involved. Their marshalling efforts at the Bidgee 

Fishing Classic this year allowed the event to 

precede - our students electing to marshal and not 

fish was a very important decision for the 

competition. Well done to all involved.  The 

Shooting Club is a new aspect of the school 

activities and the interest and enthusiasm of staff 

and parents involved is colossal. A big thank you to 

Brett and Sue Bensley who have committed an 

enormous amount of time in ensuring this Club has 

been successful. 

The showstock teams continued their success and 

they have been in the forefront of a very positive 

view of the school. Ably led by Mr Greg Fulljames 

and Miss Lisa OôBrien (sheep), Mr David 

McCarron (poultry), Miss Simone Wilson and Mr 

Paul Bandy (horse) and Miss Kim Weller and Miss 

Natalie Weekes (cattle) students have been 

successful in winning significant awards at the 

major shows both for livestock, junior judging and 

parading. Erin Goldsworthy won the Champion 

ASC Junior Judge Award at NSW and National 

levels in Beef Cattle ï an outstanding achievement 

for one so young. Too numerous to mention, many 

of these awards now are proudly displayed in the 

schoolôs foyer. A special mention goes to the 

Equestrian team whose performance at 

Coonabarabran was sparkling. Kieran Hume 

achieved tremendous success winning the 

Championship class One Day Event. Tegan Paull 

was third in the same event. A big thank you to all 

staff and parents involved for their efforts in the 

livestock programs. 

These are only a small sample of the many student 

achievements in a wide range of activities in the 

school during 2011. There is no doubt that the 

opportunities available to students are second to 

none at Yanco and our students respond well in 

being involved. Much of this is due to the good will 

of staff and all sectors of this schoolôs community 

need to appreciate this. I congratulate all students 

and compliment them on their successes. 

The P. & C. remains a very supportive body to the 

school raising significant funds to support student 

learning. The events such as Gala Day, McCaughey 

Ball and Art Show would not be possible without 

the concerted efforts of many enthusiastic parents 

and I encourage all parents to become involved and 

share the load ï remember in the end your students 

benefit greatly from this support. The contribution 

of over $30 000 to various school initiatives is a 

wonderful effort. This year Mrs Di Gill has taken 

over as President and Mrs Monique Owen as 

Secretary with Mrs Stacey Lugsdin remaining the 

Treasurer. They are a very passionate group about 

the school and I thank all parents for their efforts in 

2011. 

There is no doubt Beach Carnival is a real highlight 

for all at the school ï it is an astonishing event 

witnessed by such a large crowd of excited families, 

friends and supporters. A big thank you to the 

House Captains who were instrumental in ensuring 

the beach march remained a spectacle few can 

match. On the day I was very proud of all the 

students and it sends goose bumps down my spine 

seeing it all come together in such an outstanding 

way. The school spirit on display here and at the 

swimming carnival was something to behold, 

admirably led by the House Captains and other 

senior students, a great example to our younger 

students. This year ANZAC Day fell during holiday 

time and to their credit a group of Year 12 students 

decided to return to school early so they could 

march and lead a few of the local students in the 

Leeton ceremony. Congratulations to all involved 

including a number of staff who also marched. 

Thank you for your efforts. 

Again this year the school recognised National 

Sorry Day with a flag raising ceremony and Year 7, 

8 and 9 students participated in NAIDOC Day 

celebrations. An appropriate support for our 

indigenous students and now each day the Australia 

flag is flown beside the NSW State and Aboriginal 

flags. 

The Year 6 into 7 Transition program and Year 10 

leadership camps were again highly successful and 

acknowledged by all as a very positive aspect of our 

school. To Miss OôBrien, Mrs Rolfe, Mr Stewart 

and other welfare staff thank you for your 

leadership in making these initiatives highly 



successful. To the team of staff who support them a 

huge thanks. 

With the school having more rain, the grounds and 

ovals are in pristine condition and a great asset to 

the school. A sprinkler system was placed on the 

top two ovals and further expansion is envisaged in 

the future. All who come to the school make very 

favourable comment on the presentation of the 

school. The school was awarded first place in the 

Leeton Tidy Towns Garden Competition for large 

schools and were forwarded onto the State wide 

competition. Big thanks to the farm and garden staff 

led by Natalie Weeks. The farm has become a much 

more productive unit with the rains and we are 

seeing the crops looking good and livestock at their 

best. 

The farm staff are an example of the many different 

areas of the school ï maintenance, cleaning, dining, 

and laundry that support the teaching and learning. 

You all make our time at the school better and our 

thanks for your efforts. Schools only function well 

when all staff work together as a team. The SASS 

and Office staff continually hold the fort and ensure 

the school runs efficiently. They do many of the 

everyday tasks we sometimes forget to 

acknowledge ï ladies a job very well done and 

greatly appreciated. To the teaching staff ï a 

wonderful group of people with varied experiences 

and always making that special extra effort to 

ensure student learning is maximised. There is no 

doubt that many student opportunities are provided 

by the good will of staff contributing their own 

time, this is essential for this school and greatly 

appreciated. A big thank you.  

A special acknowledgement of my hard working 

deputies Mr Denis Benjamin and Miss Lisa OôBrien 

and BSM Mr Bruce Hammond for their long hours 

of work and support.  

Two of our long term staff have retired this year. 

Mr Greg Fulljames was feted by all when he retired 

in October. His contribution over 29 years cannot 

be underestimated and we will miss him a great 

deal. He has headed off to Tasmania for a relaxing 

time bush walking in the wilds of our most southern 

state. His replacement will be Mr Jason Sachs who 

is an experienced head teacher presently at 

Coolamon. Mrs Kate Alexander will also retire at 

the end of the year and the contribution by her and 

the Alexander family goes back many, many years. 

We thank them for their contribution. Other staff 

moving on include Miss Josie Tomlinson to Killara, 

Mr Danual Stewart to Coonabarabran, Miss Simone 

Wilson to Binnaway and Miss Lauren Gregor 

returning to Newcastle. Mrs Noni Del Guzzo has 

taken maternity leave and will not return until 2013. 

At the moment the school is undertaking staffing 

processes to ensure that these high quality people 

will be adequately replaced ready for the new year. 

I am confident that all positions will be filled by the 

end of the school term. 

The beginning of the year saw the installation of 

additional facilities with two new portable 

dormitory buildings, affectionately termed the Hyatt 

and the Hilton, placed in the Villages area. This 

allowed for the school to accommodate the 

additional female students who had applied to 

attend this school. Also completed early in the year 

were three new classrooms placed at the TAS block. 

These buildings are portable in nature but were 

completed totally at school cost to ensure there was 

sufficient classroom space this year.  

As yet the Trade Training Centre has not 

commenced but I expect this to be started in 

February and be completed about the end of Term 2 

2012. There will be major developments in many 

areas early in 2012 including a toilet block next to 

the pool, structural repair to the medical centre, 

painting the inside of the old class block, repairs 

and painting to the hall, amenities block and 

hopefully classroom in the farm/equine area and a 

facility to house the automotive classrooms. One 

shower area in Breakwell has already been 

upgraded with the other to happen in the coming 

holidays. The old class block will have a face lift 

with a nearly full internal paint. The school is 

applying for funds to upgrade shower areas in 

Gardiner and Hindmarsh in the near future. 

I commend to you the 2011 School Magazine which 

this year is bigger and better with a first - a full 

colour edition being put together. This advance fits 

in well with the performance of the school in 2011 

ï bigger and better. The 2011 School Magazine is a 

wonderful production and a thank you to Mrs 

Draper and Mrs Hamilton and the staff and student 

team who have put this together. Enjoy the read and 

please pick up your copy from the front office with 



 

 

 

your childôs report at the completion of todayôs 

ceremony. 

We enter 2012 with renewed optimism ï resources 

are improving and student 

numbers are increasing 

with the waiting list of 

students becoming longer. 

The increasing level of 

interest in our school is 

quite beyond belief and all 

goes well for the future. In 

2012 it is anticipated that 

we will have about 375 

students in the school.  

Being Principal of this school is indeed a privilege, 

one I cherish and receive great pleasure from. It is 

important we move forward together to meet the 

many challenges we all face. To all students before 

me may I encourage you to be the best you can be. 

Donôt overlook the opportunities and experiences 

integral to this school and your future learning. 

Take every opportunity that comes your way as 

really the world is at your hands grasp and you can 

do anything your wish from this school ï just add 

the hard work and enthusiasm and I am sure you 

will be successful. On my desk is a plaque with 

some advice from Walt Disney ïñIf you can dream 

it, YOU CAN DO ITò. The sky is the limit for this 

school and the Yanco family, so lets all work 

together to make the dream a reality. Next year will 

see our 90th birthday, that is special and I hope all 

families fully engross themselves in the 

celebrations. 

I would like to thank Mark Dixon, Lyn Makeham 

and the all the ladies who work in the office ï there 

have been hours of toil to ensure todayôs event is 

successful. A huge thanks. 

Special congratulations to Lyn Makeham for 

receiving the Director-Generalôs Award for 

Excellent Service to Public Education.  

The year is nearing a fast conclusion and soon 

Christmas and the festive season followed quickly 

by 2012 which will be upon us.  

Finally may I again thank all for their efforts in 

2011 ï I really appreciate your hard work and may I 

wish you all a happy, safe and enjoyable holiday 

season. We all look forward to an even better 2012.  

OUR STUDENTS CONTINUE TO EXCEL  

Late in the year a number of students excelled in 

various areas of the school and it is important that 

they be recognised for their 

success. 

1. A number of important 

awards were bestowed on 

students for their efforts. 

      Platinum Level ï Celina 

      Delaney, Lauren Read,  

      Sally Smyth 

      Silver Level ï Xenii  

      Newham-Kell 

2. For the first time the 

Doubleday Shield 

was awarded this 

year as a culmination 

of the points scored 

by the houses in all 

activities throughout 

the year. The story of 

this shield is most 

interesting ï it is printed on the following page. 

Winner in 2011 ï MUTCH HOUSE 

3. John Duryea has been 

most successful with 

his Clay target 

Shooting winning 

NSW, Victoria and 

Commonwealth 

Championships in both 

junior and open events. 

Fellow student Sam 

Barnes has also been 

successful at junior 

level and he, his brother and family were 

recently featured in the Outback magazine. Well 

done to both these students. 

4. Sam Barnes is one of only five young clay-

target shooters who has been graded AA at the 

NSW State Championships in his age group - 

sub-junior for under 15ôs.  He won the state title 

for his age group in the double rise at the 

championships and came third in the open 

double rise category. 

5. Keiley OôBrien recently competed in the State 
Debating Championships representing Riverina. 



The team had two wins and two losses, the wins 

were against North Sydney and Sydney regions 

ï a great effort and really well done. 
 
 

THE DOUBLE DAY SHIELD  

Arthur William Doubleday was born in 1912. He 

was raised on Anglia a wheat and fat lamb property 

near Coolamon. At the age of 15 Arthur Doubleday 

concluded his education at Yanco Agricultural High 

School and was awarded his Intermediate 

Certificate. During 1927 he was not able to accept a 

scholarship position at Hawkesbury Agricultural 

College due to the down turn of the economy at this 

time.  

Arthur was very community minded; he played 

Cricket, Aussie Rules and was very heavily 

involved in District Athletics. 

Shortly after the outbreak of war Arthur was not 

successful in signing up. He was turned down when 

he disclosed he was a farmer, this was considered to 

be a reserved occupation during the war years.  

Arthur then moved to Sydney armed with 

references and on the 11th November 1940, he was 

enlisted by the RAAF. 

His training to gain his wings was completed in 

Calgary. Early in 1941 he was posted to RAF 

Bomber Command in England flying Wellingtons 

and then Lancasters.  In November 1941 he was 

appointed as a Captain to the first crew posted to 

the 460 squadron, Australiaôs most decorated 

squadron. He was awarded the Distinguished Flying 

Cross. 

In 1944 he was promoted to Wing Commander of 

Britainôs 61 squadron and he became the first 

Australian to hold such a post. The morale of this 

squadron was rock bottom. Aircraft losses were 

high, and confidence of the airmen in their flying 

ability had been shattered over time. 

When Doubleday took charge of this squadron he 

believed that the best way to overcome fear after a 

fall is to get back on the horse. After being shot 

down, airmen would be taken by Doubleday back to 

the airfield and they would be immediately 

reassigned to fly another mission. The airmen 

overcame their fears and under Doubledayôs 

leadership the morale rose to such an extent that his 

squadron outperformed all other squadrons. In 

September 1944, he was appointed Chief Flying 

instructor and was awarded the Distinguished 

Service Order.  

After the war years he was appointed as 

Queenslandôs Regional Director for Civil Aviation. 

In 1956 he held the equivalent post in New South 

Wales and in 1974 he was appointed the NSW 

regional Director for Transport. 

Arthur, throughout his life, lived and breathed the 

motto of his old school, Yanco Agricultural High 

School   òAs ye sow, so also shall ye reapò. 

Arthur Doubleday passed away on 11th September, 

2001. In recognition of Arthur Doubledayôs life and 

his distinguished career as a true Old Yanconian, 

past prefect groups have developed the concept of 

the DOUBLEDAY SHIELD award. This award 

will be presented annually.  

Students, whilst at school, will be encouraged 

through an active involvement in both ñin schoolò 

and ñextra curriculaò activities to develop a sense of 

allegiance to their house group. Students can 

actively earn points for their House by simply 

participating in a variety of academic, sporting, 

cultural or community activities. The allocation of 

points from 2012 will be managed by the House 

Captains and Vice captains. 

For 2011 the inaugural presentation of the 

Doubleday shield is awarded to Mutch House. 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

In 2002 the McCaughey Scholarships were 

established with the support of Mr Ted Hutcheon 

and the P. & C. These scholarships for academic 

performance and application are each to the value 

of $1000 and are awarded to students who do not 

currently receive a Boarder Scholarship for Isolated 

students. 

I have great pleasure in announcing the scholarship 

winners for 2011. 

Year 7  Deanna Johnston 

Year 8  Meg Potter 

Year 9  Chelsea Whytecross 

Year 10 Denise Littlehales 

Year 11 Clare Bolam 



 

  

 

YEAR 8 MELBOURNE EXCURSION   

On Monday, 14th November the Year 8ôs 

set off to Melbourne. The bus trip took 

around five and a half hours. On our arrival 

we went straight to the Melbourne 

Aquarium. The highlight was seeing the 1-

day-old penguins then we went to see the 

amazing views from Eureka Sky Deck, 

everyone enjoyed this experience except 

for Mr. Haskins as he is scared of heights. 

Some people went out on ñThe Edgeò 

where you step out onto a glass floored 

capsule. That night we went out for dinner 

at the Three Crowns Hotel where we 

celebrated Lachlan Manwaringôs birthday. 

After dinner we returned 

to the Eureka Sky Deck 

for a night view of 

Melbourne, everyone 

enjoyed this especially 

Luke Horrobin and 

Andrew Reid. We then 

went back to our 

accommodation. It was 

two to a room. Most 

complained of the space, 

but Karlee and Elly-May 

had the genius idea of 

putting their beds together 

to make more room for 

activities. 

The next morning everyone woke for breakfast, 

except Bailey and Lyndon. Our first activity was to 

visit the historical Captain Cooks cottage. Then we 

went to the Old Melbourne Goal.  After the tour we 

went to the National Sports Museum and a tour of 

the MCG.  That night we had dinner at an Italian 

restaurant in Lygon Street. 

The next morning, after 

breakfast, we travelled to 

Geelong. First we went to 

the Ford Discovery Centre. 

Then we had lunch and a 

walk around the foreshore. 

After lunch we went to the 

National Wool Museum.  

We then went to Westfield 

shopping centre. This gave 

everyone including Miss 

North some retail therapy. That night we 

had dinner at the hotel and went to bed a 

little earlier because everyone was tired.  

On Thursday morning, after breakfast we 

walked to the Victoria Markets for some 

more shopping. We then took the bus to 

the Shrine of Remembrance. Everyone 

enjoyed learning about the history of 

WW1 and WW2. We then spent the 

afternoon at the Science Works Museum. 

This was interactive learning about 

science that was enjoyed by everyone. 

That night we had dinner at La Porchetta. 

Friday morning breakfast was a little 

earlier as we were soon to travel back to 

Yanco. But first we had to visit the Zoo. 

The Zoo was everyoneôs favourite activity on the 

whole trip.  

We would like to thank our bus driver Gary, Miss 

Kearney, Mr. Gifford, Mr. Haskins and especially 

Miss North for organising a wonderful trip! 

By Karlee Barwick and Elly-May Pratt.  



 

 

YEAR 7 SYDNEY EXCURSION  

On our first day we travelled to Camden to see a 

rotary robotic dairy. The dairy is still in the 

experimental stage. The robots place cups on the 

cows teats and sucked the milk out. Many gates 

were also opened or closed depending on the cow. 

All the cows were fitted with a collar which could 

be read by a computer. The computer that ran the 

dairy had a number of alarms and could ring the 

dairy manager at any time of the day or night if 

there were any problems. I liked the robotic dairy 

because it was interesting how it all worked. (Liam 

James) 

Day Two 

On the second day 

we went to the zoo. 

At the zoo we 

watched zoo workers 

show animals that 

were related to 

Aboriginal culture. 

They showed us a 

ring tailed possum 

and a green tree frog. We then split into groups and 

walked around the rest of the zoo. At the seal show 

some of the girls were splashed with water when the 

seal jumped. (Sophie Eaton) 

At the zoo I saw heaps of animals that I had never 

seen before like African animals and a rattle snake. 

I liked the seal show the best. (Luke Rosetta) 

       After the Zoo we went on a 

harbour cruise. It was very 

interesting because we learnt a 

lot of history about the harbour 

and its surroundings. We had a 

lovely time with the sea breeze 

and salt water blowing in our 

face. Brayden lost his hat as it 

blew into the sea. (Liarnah Jones) 

We went to China town for tea 

on Tuesday night and it was 

great. We had a heap of food in 

the middle of the table and we 

picked what we wanted. It was 

very yum! We then went for a 

walk through China town and 

had a look. It was fun. (Karena 

Holland) 

Day Three 

I found the Big Dig interesting because we learnt 

about old things in the Rocks area and the history of 

Sydney. The Australian Museum was really cool 

with pretty minerals and dinosaurs but I didnôt like 

doing the worksheet as it rushed us around. (Zoe 

Cumming) 

I think that the Aquarium was fun. We arrived there 

and found that MEL B was there from the Spice 

Girls and X-factor. Chelsea, Kaitlyn and Nicole 

hunted her down. They got really close 

but lost her. It was a really fun day 

(Lucie Carey) 

Today we went shopping in Pitt Street 

mall. Lucy and Kimberly got the 

maddest hats ever and they are really 

cool. (Lucy Webster) 

We went to Bondi beach for dinner. The 

food on the streets was the best but I 

think it would have been better to go to 

the beach for a swim. I saw Warrick 

Capper walking around Bondi. (Zoe Cumming) 

Day Four 

Centre Point Tower was really cool. We had to ride 

on the lift to get to the top. It only took 55 seconds. 

Some days it takes up to 5 minutes depending on 

how windy it is. My ears kept popping as we got 

higher. There was an amazing view from the top 


